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SMART Visa Procram

SMART Visa is a new type of visa specially designed to attract highly skilled
manpower, investors, executives and startups entrepreneurs wishing to work or
invest in the following targeted industries in the Kingdom of Thailand. SMART
Visa holders will be granted maximum 4-year permission to stay, exemption
from the work permit requirement and entitled to additional privileges.
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With More Relax
QOualification
Minimum income of no less
than 100,000 Baht/month
or 50,000 Baht/month,
in case of having contract
with a startup, or being
retired experts*

With More Relax
Cualification
Minimum salary of no less
than 200,000 Baht or
equivalent per month
(inclusive of other benefits
and welfares)*

Tupes of
SMART Visa

The following categories of SMART Visa will be
allocated to SMART Visa applicants, depending on
the purpose or activity that foreigners wish to conduct
in the Kingdom of Thailand.

(Talent)
With More Relax
Cualification
Minimum investment of
(Investor) A at least 5 million Baht*

SMART E

(Executive)
With Mare Relax
Qualification

SMART 5 C— Application for 2-year,

(Startup Entrepreneur) 1-year and 6-month visa
are available*

e SMART O
(Other: Spouse and legitimate .
children of SMART Visa holders) With New

Privilece for
All Tupes of

SMART Visa

Access to a fast-track
service at international

. . airports in Thailand
* Please see tables under Qualification and

Criteria section for more detail




Experts working in government agencies / higher education

Cualifications and institutions / specialized training institutions / Alternative

professionals in the
targeted industries

General Case

Criteria Dispute Resolution
Being experts working for a Maximum renewable 4-year visa,
government agency, a higher but not exceeding the employment/
education institution and a service contract term

(Talent) spiﬂahzed J'[(ra}n|n?h|nls<’§|tu’gon, No work permit required for

Highly skilled or those entering the fingdom working with an entity or

Minimum income of no less than
100,000 Baht/month or equivalent.
In case of experts having an
employment contract with a
startup, or retired experts having
endorsements from a relevant
agency, minimum income of no
less than 50,000 Baht per month
is required.

Having an employment or service
contract with an entity in Thailand
or overseas with an assignment
toworkin Thailand. The remaining
term of such contract must be at
least 1 year.

Having expertise in science and
technology relevant to the targeted
industries and endorsed by an
agency within the Strategic Talent
Center (STC)’s network.

Employers in Thailand must be
endorsed for being engaged in
the targeted industries by relevant
government agencies such as the
National Innovation Agency (Public
Organization) and Digital Economy
Promotion Agency.

Maximum renewable 4-year visa,
but not exceeding the employment/
service contract term

No work permit required for
working in the endorsed companies.
In case of changes of jobs,
additional endorsements in
accordance with the relevant
requirements must be obtained.

90-day reporting to the Immigration
at the One Stop Service Center
extended to 1 year.

No re-entry permit required.

Spouse and children granted the
right to stay and work in Thailand
with no work permit required
(Children wishing to work must
be at least 18 years. The jobs
must not be on the prohibited
list of occupations and professions
for foreigners).

Access to a fast-track service at
international airports in Thailand
(where available).

to deliver Alternative Dispute
Resolution services.

Having an employment or service
contract or a document showing
cooperation or employment issued
by a government agency, higher
education institution, specialized
training institution or arbitration
institution such as the Thailand
Arbitration Center, the Thailand
Arbitration Institute etc. by which
employment in Thailand is required.

In case of experts working for a
government agency, expertise
in the fields of science and
technology in the targeted
industries must be endorsed by
the hiring or employing government
agency.

In case of the experts working in
a higher education institution
and specialized training institution
in the private sector, expertise
in the fields of science and
technology in the targeted
industries must be certified by
the employing agency in the
Strategic Talent Center (STQ)'s
network.

In case of the experts working in
the field of Alternative Dispute
Resolution, expertise in the
relevant fields must be certified
by an arbitration institute in the
country.

government agency. In case of
changes of jobs, additional
endorsements in accordance with
the relevant requirements must
be obtained.

90-day reporting to the Immigration
at the One Stop Service Center
extended to 1 year.

No re-entry permit required.

Spouse and children granted the
right to stay and work in Thailand
with no work permit required
(Children wishing to work must
be at least 18 years. The jobs
must not be on the prohibited
list of occupations and professions
for foreigners).

Access to a fast-track service at
international airports in Thailand
(where available).
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(Investor)

Minimum investment of either of
the following amounts:

1.1 Directly investing in
technology-based business
in the targeted industries in
Thailand, as an individual
investor or through a venture
capital company in Thailand
for a total amount of at least
20 million Baht.

1.2 Directly investing as an
individual investor for a total
amount of at least 5 million
Baht in a startup or an
incubation or accelerator
program endorsed by relevant
agencies.

The investor can invest in
more than 1 business but
must maintain the investment
throughout the validity
period of SMART Visa.

The business to be set up or
invested in must be certified as
technology-based in manufacturing
or delivering services in the
targeted industries by relevant
government agencies such as the
National Innovation Agency (Public
Organization), Digital Economy
Promotion Agency, and National
Science and Technology
Development Agency.

Investors in technology-based business in
the targeted industries

3.

In case of investing through a
venture capital company, the
investment must be certified by
relevant agencies as being either
aventure capital company investing
in the technology-based business
in manufacturing or delivering
servicesin the targeted industries.

Maximum renewable 4-year visa.

No work permit required for
working with an entity or
government agency. In case of
changes of jobs, additional
endorsements in accordance with
the relevant requirements must
be obtained.

90-day reporting to the Immigration
at the One Stop Service Center
extended to 1 year.

No re-entry permit required.

Spouse and children granted
permission to stay in Thailand.
The spouse granted permission
to work with no work permit
required for the same duration
as the SMART visa holder.

Access to a fast-track service at
international airports in Thailand
(where available).

SMART E (Executive)

Senior executives in technology-based
companies in the targeted industries

Minimum income of no less than
200,000 Baht/month or equivalent.

Having a Bachelor’'s degree or
above or equivalent with at least
10 years of work experience in
the relevant fields.

Having an employment or service
contract with an entity in Thailand
or overseas with an assignment
toworkin Thailand. The remaining
term of such contract must be at
least 1 year.

Holding a senior management
position such as Chairman or
Managing Director.

The employing companies must
be certified as being technology-
based in manufacturing or
delivering services in the targeted
industries by relevant government
agencies such as the National
Innovation Agency (Public
Organization), Digital Economy
Promotion Agency, and National
Science and Technology
Development Agency.

Maximum renewable 4-year visa,
but not exceeding the employment/
service contract term.

No work permit required for
working in the position or company
certified by relevant agencies. In
case of changes of jobs, additional
endorsements in accordance with
the relevant requirements must
be obtained.

90-day reporting to the Immigration
at the One Stop Service Center
extended to 1 year.

No re-entry permit required.

Spouse and children granted
permission to stay in Thailand.
The spouse granted permission
to work with no work permit
required for the same duration
as the SMART visa holder.

Access to a fast-track service at
international airports in Thailand
(where available).




(Startup Entrepreneur)
Technology-based startup entrepreneursin ¢
the targeted industries ‘

Application for 2-year visa: ~

. - f Application for 1-year visa: Foreigners who have attended an incubation
Foreigners who have already NN ; or accelerator program or any other similar program in the targeted industries
established a certified startup NN or received joint venture funding from the public sector or endorsed by relevant
company in Thailand Wy government agencies

\ A

‘ujr
Having established a startup ® 1.

company in Thailand, certified as

Maximum renewable 2-year visa.

Attending an incubation or accelerator
program or any other similar
program which is in the targeted
industries and certified by relevant
government agencies such as the

Maximum 1-year visa, renewable
for a term of up to 2 years if
requirements are met (The applicant
must be a shareholder owning
25% of the registered capital or

) ) 2. No work permit required for . . . . .
being the ones in the targeted working inFt)he busineqss certified National Innovation Agency (Public a director of the company certified
industries by relevant government . Organization) and Digital Economy as being in the targeted industries

. . by relevant agencies. In case of . .
agencies such as the National . o Promotion Agency. by relevant government agencies
| i A (Publi changes of jobs, additional h as the National | ti
C;moya t'.on) gghi9| £ uolic endorsements in accordance with In case of not participating in an Zuc as(P ebl' aO|ona . nr;.ova)l IOS

rganization) and Ligital tconomy the relevant requirements must incubator or a similar program, the gency frublicorganization)an
Promotion Agency. . . . S Digital Economy Promotion
be obtained. applicant must either receive joint Agency)
. . . . . )

Holding I"IO Ies; than 25/? of the 3. 90-day reporting to the Immigration venture funding with the public . .
company’s registered capital or a . sector or endorsed by relevant No work permit required for
. . at the One Stop Service Center . L . .
position of a director of the extended to 1 year government agencies such as the working in the business certified
abovementioned company. ' Digital Economy Promotion Agency. by relevant agencies. In case of
. . 4. No re-entry permit required. . . i iti
Having a deposit of no less than Jp d Having a deposit of no less than chjnges OE J,Obs' agdltlon'?hl
600,000 Baht or equivalent in a Spouse and children granted 600,000 Baht or equivalent in a E? orTemer; S naccor ar;ce Wi .
bank account in Thailand or in the permission to stay in Thailand. bank account in Thailand or in the o € rt()ateyand requirements mus

country of his/her nationality or The spouse granted permission country of his/her nationality or € obtained.

residence, which has been held for to work with no work permit residence, which has been held for 90-day reporting to the Immigration

at least 3 months. required for the same duration at least 3 months. at the One Stop Service Center
. . as the Smart visa holder. . .

In the case of being accompanied In the case of being accompanied extended to 1 year.

by spouses and children, an || 6. Access to a fast -track service at by spouses and children, an No re-entry permit required.

additional amount of deposit of no
less than 180,000 Baht per person
or equivalent is required in a bank
accountin Thailand or in the country
of his/her nationality or residence,
which has been held for at least 3
months.

Having health insurance covering
the entire period of stay in Thailand
for the applicant as well as spouse
and children.

international airports in Thailand
(where available).

additional amount of deposit of no
less than 180,000 Baht per person
or equivalent is required in a bank
accountin Thailand or in the country
of his/her nationality or residence,
which has been held for at least 3
months.

Having health insurance covering
the entire period of stay in Thailand
for the applicant as well as spouse
and children.

Spouse and children granted
permission to stay in Thailand.
The spouse granted permission
to work with no work permit
required for the same duration
as the Smart visa holder.

Access to a fast -track service at
international airports in Thailand
(where available).



Application for 6-month visa: Foreigners who plan to set up a startup
company in Thailand or engage in promotional activities for startups or Startup
Camps

1. Having a plan to set up a tech || 1. Maximum 6-month visa, renewable
startup in Thailand, which must be for a term of up to 2 years if
endorsed by relevant agencies requirements are met.
such as the National Innovation
Agency (Public Organization) or
being engaged in an activity aimed
to promote startups, or an activity
similar to Startup Camp, endorsed
by government agencies such as
the Board of Investment and National
Innovation Agency (Public
Organization).

2. No work permits required for
setting up a startup based on the
endorsed plan and working for
that startup, or participating in
an endorsed startup promotion
activity. In case of changes or
additional activities, further
approval or endorsement will be

ired.
2. Having health insurance covering A . I HI:I\N tD appIH?
' the entire period of stay in Thailand 3. 90-dayreportingto the Immigration
P Y ' at the One Stop Service Center The applicants for SMART Visa must have qualifications according to the criteria
extended to 1 year. specified by the office of the Board of Investment. Their qualifications will be verified

by relevant agencies. After technical and non-technical endorsements have been

4. No re-entry permit required. - ' ~ ) | -
obtained, the SMART Visa unit will then proceed to issue a letter of qualification

3. ACCQSS toa fa§t—tracl<- servi-ce at endorsement which the applicant will bring to the Royal Thai Embassies or Royal
|nternat|ongla|rportsm Thailand Consulates (in case of residing overseas) or the Immigration Bureau at the One
(where available). Stop Center for Visas and Work Permits or EEC Labour Administration Center in

Chonburi in order to file for SMART Visa.




FProcedures for Qualification
Endorsement Aeelication and
SMART Visa Issuance

1. Register for online qualification endorsement application for SMART Visa on
https://smart-visa.boi.go.th and activate an online account through a confirmation
e-mail.

2. Complete an application form for the type of SMART Visa you wish to apply
(T, I, E, S, and O if any) and make sure that you have a PDF version of the
required documents you will need to upload and submit after the application
form and required documents are all uploaded. By completing the online
application, you confirm that you have read, understood and accepted the
qualification endorsement requirements.

3. After completing the online application, submit an application package (paper
package) via airmail or in person either to SMART Visa Unit at One Stop Service
Center for Visa and Work Permit (OSS) located at Chamchuri Square Building,
Bangkok or to the Royal Thai Embassies/The Royal Thai Consulate Generals
overseas.

4. Within 30 working days after having received complete documents, OSS will
notify the applicant, the Immigration, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the
relevant agencies of the result of qualification endorsement application.

5. The qualified applicant can then proceed with applying for SMART Visa issuance
at one of the following places, within 60 days from issuance date of the
endorsement letter, which will be used as one of the supporting document for
application. The processing fee is 10,000 Baht per year of visa permission (cash
only).

+ The Royal Thai Embassies/The Royal Thai Consulate Generals (in case of
residing overseas)

+  Thelmmigration at One Stop Service Center for Visa and Work Permit (OSS),
Chamchuri Square Building, Bangkok

+ EEC Labour Administration Center in Chonburi.
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In case of residing

overseas Applicant
Submit application and - @
required documents for f e N
qualification endorsement
for SMART VisaT,|,E,S+ 0O o
(if any)

Thai Embassies or Online and SMART Visg Unit at
Thai Consulates One-S‘o}\:Ioka Snter.:orc\)/éssas Ll
Forwarded ork Permits (OSS)

e

e Endorsement and Verification

Issues related to the
Immigration Act

Technical
Qualifications

e Results

0ss

A
Qualified / Not Qualified

Bring the qualificaiton
endorsement letter
(valid for 60 days)

P&

Notification of Screening Result

Technical MFA,
Endorsement . .
A . Immigration
gencies
Applicants
Residing in Residing
Thailand overseas

Immigration at OSS
or EEC Labour

Thai Embassies/

Consulates

Administration
Center

* Pay fee

* Change of visa category to
SMART Visa / Issuance of
SMART Visa / Extension of
SMART Visa

* Pay fee*
* Issuance of SMART Visa T, |,
E, S + O (if any)

* The fee may vary among Royal Thai Embassies/ Royal Thai Consulates

@

Processing
Time Frame

3
working
days

20
working
days

Confirmation of
Occupations not
Legally Prohibited

7
working
days

30
working
days
in total

Dept of
Employment

Within 60
days from the
issuance date

of
Endorsement
Letter



SMART Visa Extension
Procedures

SMART Visa holders wishing to extend their SMART Visas must apply for a
renewal of qualification endorsement at One Stop Service Center for Visa and
Work Permit (OSS) at least 60 days before its expiry for the SMART Visa unit to
follow the abovementioned endorsement process. Upon receiving an endorsement
letter, foreigners can then have their SMART Visa renewed at the Immigration
at One Stop Service Center for Visa and Work Permit (OSS) or at EEC Labour
Administration Center in Chonburi.
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*

SMART Visa holders are
required to submit an
application for
qualification
endorsement 60 days in
advance of the expiry of
the SMART visa.
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Notification of Screening Result

Technical %g MEA
Endorsement Immigra'tion

Dept of
Employment

Agencies

Applicant

Submit an application for
visa extension

Immigration at OSS
or EEC Labour

Administration
Center

Rerportinc Recuirement

SMART Visa holders must report the address of current residence to the
Immigration at One Stop Service Center for Visa and Work Permit (OSS) or at
EEC Labour Administration Center in Chonburi on a yearly basis, counting from
the date of receiving permission to stay in Thailand. This can be done 15 days
before or 7 days after the due date. However, in the case of re-entering the
Kingdom, the report is due in one year from the date of the latest arrival.

In addition, SMART Visa holders must also report their current status to the
SMART Visa Unit at One Stop Center for Visas and Work Permits on a yearly
basis from the issuance date of SMART Visa.
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Saphan Taksin

SMART Visa Unit

One Stop Service Center for

Visa and Work Permit (OSS)

18t Floor, Chamchuri Square Building,
Phayathai Road, Pathumwan,

Bangkok 10330

Tel: +66 (0) 2209 1100 ext. 1109-1110
Fax: +66 (0) 2209 1194

E-mail:  smartvisa@boi.go.th
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